
How to flush the hydraulic system
These steps prepare the system for the flushing procedure to follow:

• Remove the belt
• Remove the old pump
• Remove and clean the reservoir with a degreasant NOT a solvent as this can harm the seal rings 

inside the hydraulic system
• Reinstall the cleaned reservoir, do not reconnect the return line from the steering rack yet. Seal 

the inlet of the reservoir with a plug or tape, so it will not leak during the flushing procedure. 
• Fit the new pump
• Connect the inlet line from the reservoir to the pump using the clamp provided; trim the end of the 

pipe it can be necesary of the end of the pipe is damaged. This can prevent and ensure an airtight 
fit. For pumps with a threaded inlet alway use new washers. 

• Connect the outlet of the pump to the steering rack, make sure the line is not twisted or pinched 
as any restriction in the line will cause the pump to make pressure when not wanted. Replace any 
O rings or washers with new ones, in cases where there as a crushable Teflon ring, Teflon tape can 
be used in its place.

 

The next step requires two people.

• Raise the front wheels of the ground
• Place the return line of the steering rack into a container
• Person 1 – Fill the reservoir with oil, then, be ready with sufficient oil to keep the reservoir full as 

the engine runs.
• Person 2 – start the engine (do not rev the engine) steer from side to side but avoid full lock to pre-

vent the pump making pressure, as this can damage the pump.
• When the oil runs clean into the container, allow at least an additional 1 liter of oil to pass through 

the system to make sure all old oil and contamination is purged. (remember to keep the reservoir 
full all of the time, never allow the pump to draw air).

• Switch off the engine. 

The flush is now done, now the final checks on the system. 

• Lower the car
• Fit the return line from the steering rack to the reservoir inlet, top up the reservoir to the indicated 

full mark. 
• Switch on the engine, leave to idle without steering for 15 seconds, now steer slowly once from 

lock to lock without hitting the stop, switch off the engine. 
• Recheck the oil level in the reservoir.
• Test drive, any high pitched noise at this point is likely due to aerated fluid and this will stop as the 

oil degasses. The aerated fluid will dissapear within a couple of days. 
• After the test drive, recheck the oil level and belt tension. If a pulley is mounted, then control if the 

bolts are tightened according to the right torque. 


